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Getting Started 

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in your hearts, minds, and relationships in helping you 

apply the Word of God to your life. 

 

2. Read Mark 11:12—12:12 together.  

Taking it to Heart and Life 

1. In Mark 11:17 Jesus condemned temple-worship using the words of Isaiah 56:7 and 

Jeremiah 7:11: “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 

nations.’ But you have made it a ‘robber’s den.’” Look at the context of Jeremiah’s quote 

(Jeremiah 7:1-15).  

� What does a “den of robbers” mean in this context?  

� What does God say He will do to the temple in Jeremiah’s day?  

 

2. Pastor Ty explained that the “den of robbers” is not the place where thieves do their 

stealing, but the place where they retreat to hide.  

� How does this change the way we think about what was happening in the 

temple?  

� How might we do the same today and what does it reveal about the human 

heart?  

� What can we do to make sure that our place of worship doesn’t become a “den 

of robbers” today?  

 

3. Consider Mark 11:22-26 where Jesus encourages His disciples to center their faith on 

God, especially when it comes to prayer.  

� What does Jesus say would hinder their prayers?  

� Why is forgiveness so essential for effective prayer?  

� What else might hinder our prayers in addition to an unforgiving spirit?  

 

 

 



4. Pastor Ty concluded His message by reminding us how this passage points to the most 

blessed curse in all of history. The cursing of the fig tree points to the cursing of the 

temple which ultimately points to Jesus who became a curse for us (Galatians 3:13) and 

therefore release the blessing of salvation to the nations.  

� What can you do to cultivate a personal vision for the gospel to keep reaching 

the unreached people of the world rather than becoming “ingrown” in your 

immediate context?  

 

Prayer Points:  

Bearing One Another’s Burdens:  

� Share some ways that you can pray for each other regarding the challenges and 

blessings of daily life that you are currently experiencing. 

TEFC Family Life: 

� Pray for God’s leading in the elder selection process; to raise up the men of His 

choosing to lead our ministry. Also pray especially for Gene & Millie Ogle as 

Gene’s health is failing rapidly. 

Missions: 

� Pray for wisdom in finding practical ways to serve our community that open 

doors for the gospel. 

� Pray for ministries of the Evangelical Free Church of America & Anchor Point 

church to be strengthened in the work of the gospel. 

� Pray for persecuted believers around the world to experience God’s provision, 

care, and boldness in the Word.  

 

 


